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Sir: 

v 

This is in response to the requirement for restriction October If, 2003, and is timely 
filed. \ 
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ELECTION 

In response to the requirement for restriction mailed October 1, 2003, the applicants 
elect Group m which includes claims 1, 2, and 5-17, directed to a method for enhancing a 
humoral or CD4 Thl (DTH, cell-mediated) immune response comprising administering to an 
individual an antigen-antibody conjugate comprising an antibody that binds specifically to a 
dendritic cell antigen. 

In response to the requirement to elect a species of antigen, and then to elect a specific 
antigen of the invention from the set of possible antigens listed in the restriction requirement, 
the applicants elect tumor or cancer antigens, and specifically, an antigen of breast cancer , 
with traverse. 

The applicants respectfully traverse the requirement that a specific class and type of 
antigen be elected. The invention of the elected group (Group HI) is clearly a general method 
for enhancing humoral or Thl (cell-mediated) responses of an individual to any of countless 
antigens capable of stimulating a dendritic cell-mediated immune response. The approach 
taken in the elected invention involves administering to an individual an antigen-antibody 
conjugate comprising an antibody that binds specifically to a dendritic cell antigen. It is well 
known by persons skilled in the art that dendritic cells function in vivo to present a vast 
number of different types of antigens, e.g., peptides, viral antigens, and allergens, to resting T 
cells, whereby they stimulate the T cells to proliferate and produce armed effector T cells that 
can elicit or initiate humoral or Thl (cell-mediated) responses to cells that display the antigen. 
That the inventors intended the invention to be regarded as a general one with wide 
applicability to many different types of antigens is evident from the examples, in which the 
invention is exemplified with investigative antigens such as hen egg lysozyme and avidin, 
that are not generally associated with a pathology. Recognizing that the claimed invention 
operates through cells and cellular interactions that are common to immune responses to 
many different types of antigens, persons of skill in the art would reasonably expect that 
results obtained by the invention with experimental antigens such as hen egg lysozyme and 
avidin are also predictive of results expected with the invention with regard to antigens 
associated with any of a large number of pathologies. 
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The applicants also respectfully submit that no undue burden would be put upon the 
examiner to examine the invention of Group IE, wherein the antigen is regarded as one of 
countless antigens against which it may be beneficial to elicit an enhanced immune response, 
since the physical steps of the method can themselves can be searched without limitation to 
antigen type. 

In view of the foregoing, the applicants respectfully request that the requirement to 
limit the elected invention to one that is performed with an antigen of a specific class and type 
be withdrawn. 



Respectfully submitted, 



PILLSBURY WINTHROP, LLP 
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